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IRELAND. 



CRIMINAL TABLES FOR THE YEAR 1852. 



Explanations and Calculations with reference to the accompanying Tables. 

The following Tables, showing the number of persons committed or bailed for 
offences in the several counties, and counties of cities or towns, in Ireland, in the 
year 1852, and the result of the proceedings, are compiled from Returns made to 
the Local Inspectors of the Gaols by the Clerks of the Crown and Peace, pursuant 
to 7th George IV., chapter 74, and compared with the records of the gaols, from 
which the ages, sexes, and state of instruction of the persons committed are added. 
At the foot of each are the number of prisoners committed during the year on 
summary convictions, or whose cases were disposed of by magistrates, and also 
the number committed for drunkenness. Of these a general summary is given in 
page 7, but they are not included in any of the following calculations. 

In the seven Tables, from page 90 to page 99, the information contained in the 
Returns from the Gaols is abstracted, so as to show the general results, and 
compared with the results of similar returns for the preceding six years. 

The total number of persons charged with offences in the year 1852, is 7,006 
less than in 1851, being a decrease of 28 - 38 per cent. This diminution extends 
to every county, with the exception of Down and Tyrone, in each of which 
there is a slight increase. 

The Returns being divided into Six classes, the following Table shows the 
decrease per cent, of the number of committals in 1852 as compared with 1851 
in each of these classes : — 



Classes. 


1852. 


1851. 


Decrease of 
Committals 
Per Cent. 


1. Offences against tlie person with violence, . 

2. Offences against property with violence, . 

3. Offences against property without violence, 

4. Malicious offences against property, 

5. Forgeries and offences against currency, . 

6. Offences not included in the above classes, . 

Total, . 


2,654 

1,620 

9,751 

313 

23G 

3-104 


2,930 

2,215 

14,029 

361 

244 

4-905 


9-42 

26-86 

30-49 

13-30 

3-28 

36-72 


17,678 


24,684 


28-38 



Class 1. Offences against the person with violence. Subdividing this class, the 
records show a decrease under the head “Murder” of 49, as compared with 
1851, or 41 '5 per cent.; but an increase in the “ Attempts to murder” of 25, 
or nearly 200 per cent. : the numbers being respectively 14 in 1851, and 
39 in 1852. “ Shooting at,” &c., has declined from 87 in 1851 to 18 in 1852, 
being equal to a reduction of 79'3 per cent. “ Manslaughter” has also declined 
from 135 in 1851 to 127 in 1852. 

“ Rape” shows a diminution of 13 under 1851, being nearly 23 per cent, 
reduction; whilst “ Assaults with intent to ravish” have increased from 28 in 
1851 to 40 in 1852, equal to 42-9 per cent. 

“Assaults” have also declined in 1852, the numbers charged in 1851 having 
been 2,259, against 2,081 in 1852, showing a decrease of 7‘88 per cent. 

Class 2. Offences against property committed with violence. The records 
show a considerable reduction under nearly every crime in this class, as com- 
pared with the Returns for 1851. 

A 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






4 



Class 3. Offences against property committed without violence. _ In this class 
the only crimes which do not show a reduction, as compared with 1851, are 
“ Larceny from the person.” which has increased from 634 to 733, equal to 
15*6 per cent. ; “ Stealing from vessels in port or river,” increased from 2 in 
1851 to 8 in 1852; “ Stealing fixtures,” &c., 11 having been so charged in 1852, 
and 3 in 1851 ; and “ Stealing letters from Post Office,” 5 persons having been 
committed for that offence in 1852, and only 1 in 1851. 

Class 4. Malicious offences against property. “ Arson” (capital) has declined 
from 160 in 1851 to 105 in 1852, or 34-4 per cent. ; whilst “ Setting fire to 
crops” has increased from 43 in 1851 to 78 iu 1852 ; and “ Attempts to commit 
arson,” from 10 in 1851, to 15 in 1852. 

Class 5. Forgery and offences against the currency. The records show a 
slight reduction in the number of offenders in this class, as compared with 1851, 
whilst in many of the crimes embraced therein there is an increase. 

Class 6. Offences not included in the above classes. The only crime in this 
class which shows a marked increase over 1851, is “Administering and taking 
unlawful oaths, for which crime 17 persons were committed in 1852 against 2 in 
1851. All the other crimes in this class show a reduction, as compared with 
1851, save “ Perjury,” which has increased from 42 in 1851 to 45 in 1852 ; and 
“Misdemeanours not included” increased from 524 in 1851 to 546 in 1852. 

The following Table shows the number of committals for the several crimes 
mentioned therein, for the years 1848, 1840, 1850, 1851, and 1852: — 





18115. 


1849. 


1830. 


1851. 


1852. 


Murder, 


105 


170 


113 


118 


69 


Attempts to murder, 


15 


5 


28 


14 


39 


Shooting at, stabbing. 


110 


GG 


G2 


87 


18 


Solicitation to murder, 


10 


0 


3 


- 


4 


Conspiracy to murder, 


49 


2G 


12 


10 


13 


Manslaughter, 


1GG 


173 


150 


135 


127 


Arson, 

Attacking houses, &c.. 


134 


ISO 


155 


160 


105 


188 


177 


10S 


GG 


64 


Killing and maiming cattle, 


515 


193 


47 


44 


21 


Perjury, 


70 


53 


47 


42 


45 


Riot, 


3,222 


3.501 


2,951 


1,827 


1,335 


Rescue, 


4,131 


4,GSS 


3,077 


1,915 


SG9 


Assaults on Peace Officers, . 


1GG 


80 


GG 


61 


73 


Total, . 


8,9SO 


9,330 


6,818 


4,479 


2,872 



The following Table shows the sentences passed in each of the last seven 
years. 



Sentences. 


1846. 


1847. 


5840. 


1849. 


1050. 


1051. 


1852. 


Death, 


14 


25 


60 


38 


17 


17 


22 


Transportation for life. 


• 49 


87 


79 


61 


35 


27 


19 


„ for 15 and 14 years, 


29 


71 


71 


32 


50 


67 


75 


,, for 7 years, 


504 


1,587 


2,075 


1,890 


837 


1,165 


864 


„ for other periods, . 


121 


440 


473 


1,061 


927 


719 


453 


Imprisoned above 3 years, 

„ 3 years and above 2, . 


_ 


_ 






_ 


_ 




3 


11 


5 


4 


5 


6 


3 


„ 2 years and above 1, . 


193 


342 


2G3 


344 


365 


250 


208 


„ 1 year and above 6 mtlis ., 


758 


1,42S 


1,410 


1,721 


1,547 


1,498 


1,138 


„ 6 months and under, . 

Whipped, fined, or discharged, 


4.S97 


9,440 


11,289 


13,369 


10,935 


9,209 


6,446 


1,852 


1,621 


2,235 


2,336 


2,124 


1,231 


1,049 


Sentence respited, . 


219 


181 


245 


335 


465 


143 


177 



Of the 22 capital sentences passed in 1852, 6 were executed, 13 commuted 
to transportation for life, and 3 to transportation for 14 years. 

On a comparison of the number of committals with the number of convictions, 
it appears that out of 17,678 committed or bailed in 1852, 10,454 -were con- 
victed, equal to 59-14 per cent., and 7,224 acquitted or discharged, being about 
40-86 per cent. In 1851, the convictions averaged 58’24 per cent, on the com- 
mittals. 
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Table showing tlie Number of Convictions and Acquittals in the Tears 1S46, 1S47, 1S4S, 1849 
1S50 > 1851, and 1852, with the rate per cent, of each on the whole number of offences! ’ 



Years. 


Convicted. 


Acquitted. 


Total. 


Rate Per Cent. 


Convicted. 


Acquitted. 


1846, . 


8,630 


9,853 


18,492 


46-72 


53-28 


1S47, . 


15,233 


15,076 


31,209 


48-81 


51-19 


1848, . 


18,206 


20,316 


34.522 


47-26 


52-74 


1849, . 


21,202 


20,787 


41,989 


50-49 


49-51 


1850, . 


17,108 


14,218 


31,320 


54 - Cl 


45-39 


1851, . 


14,377 


10,307 


24,684 


58-24 


41-76 


1852, . 


10,454 


7,-4 


17,67S 


59-14 


40-86 



From this Table it is seen that for the last seven years there is a considerable 
improvement in the proportion of convictions to committals. 

The following Table shows a decrease of male offenders in every class of 
crime, save in Class 5, in which there is a slight increase; but there is a decrease 
of females in every class as compared with the year 1851. 



Table showing the Number of Offenders committed or hailed in Ireland during the years 1851 
and 1852, distinguishing Males from Females. 







Mal 


»• 






Offencos. 


1051. 


1852. 


Increase 
per Cent. 


Decrease 
per Cent. 


1051. 


1852. 


Increase j Decrease 
per Cent.' per Cent. 


Class 1, . 


2.411 


2,198 




S-S3 


519 


456 




12-14 


2 


1,782 


1,321 


_ 


25S7 


433 


299 


_ 


30-95 


>, 3, . 


S,G95 


5.885 


_ 


32-32 


5,334 


3,866 


_ 


27-52 


,, 4, . 


241 


231 


- 


4 15 


120 


82 




31-GG 


,, 5, . 


168 


172 


2-3S 


_ 


76 


64 




15-79 


„ 6, . 


4,040 


2,637 


- 


34-73 


865 


467 




46-01 


Total, . 


17,337 


12,444 


- 


M ' aa 


7,347 


5,234 




28-76 



The Returns for 1852 show a slight increase in the proportional number of 
offenders who can read and write, and read only, as compared with 1851, which 
will be seen on reference to the following Table. 



Table showing, for the Tears 1846, 1S47, 1S48, 1849, 1850, 1851, and 1852, the Number 
of Persons committed, and their degree of instruction. 





1846. 


1847. 


1848. 


1349. 


1850. 


1851. 


1852. 




| 


| 


1 


I 


| 




I 


| 


| 


| 


i 


| 


J 


| 


































* 










* 


55 


* 


55 


* 


Z 




Z 




Read and write, 


4,700 


25-95 


5,830 


18-07 


6,891 


17-88 


7,419 


17-66 


5,517 


17-60 


5,015 


20-31 


3,711 


20-99 


Read only, . 


2,312 


12-50 


4,597 


14 70 


4,404 


11-43 


4,523 


10-7/ 


3,961 


12-64 


3,043 


12-32 


2,552 


14-44 


Neither read nor 


6,243 


33-75 


13,598 


43 -5C 


16,275 


42-25 


13,024 


42-94 


14,273 


45-56 


12,018 


40 -Git 


8,211 


4G-44 


Instruction not as- 
certained, . 


5,237 


23-32 


7,184 


23-00 


10,952 


28-43 


12,013 


28-G0 


7,575 


24-18 


4,600 


18*66 


8,204 


18-13 



Table showing the Ages of Persons committed during the years 1846, 1847, 1848, 1849, 1850, 
1851, and 1852. 





1846. 


1047. 


1848. 


1849. 


1850. 


1851. 


1052. 


Age, at and under 16, 

„ 21, 

„ 30, 

„ 40, 

„ 50, 

„ 60, 

Above 60, . 

Age could not be ascertained, 
Total, . 


1,007 

2,824 

5,346 

2,333 

1,094 

527 

185 

5,176 


2,382 

5,280 

8,550 

4,511 

2,149 

927 

299 

7,111 


2.962 
6,376 
9,471 

4.962 
2,343 
1,154 

470 

10,784 


2,720 

7,969 

10,261 

5,894 

2,942 

1,251 

496 

10,456 


2.419 
6,571 
7,723 
4,011 
1,936 

921 

325 

7.420 


2,003 

5,781 

6,832 

3,189 

1,415 

797 

233 

4,434 


1,713 

4,405 

4,619 

2,231 

1,048 

462 

195 

3,005 


18,492 


31,209 3S,522 


41,989 


31,326 


24,684 


17,678 
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The succeeding Table has been prepared to show the proportion which the 
number of offenders bear to the population of the several counties. 

Table showing the Population of the several Counties in Ireland, the number of Persons Committed 
or Bailed for Trial in 1852, and their proportion per cent, to the Population, distinguishing Males 
from Females. 



Provisoes, 


Population, Klol. 


No. of Offenders 


1852. 


Proportion per Cent, 
of Offenders 
to Population. 


Counties, &c. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males. 


females. 


Total. 


3 


tS 


Total. 


Leinster. 

Carlow, 


33,014 


35,061 


68,075 


199 


102 


301 


0-60 


0-29 


0-44 


Dublin, 

„ City, . 
Kildare, 


08,071 


78,560 


146,631 


240 


66 


306 


0-35 


0-09 


0-21 


119,183 


139,178 


258,361 


689 


475 


1,164 


0-58 


0'34 


0-45 


4S,519 


47,205 


95,724 


22-2 


125 


347 


0-46 


0-26 


0-36 


Kilkenny, . 


07,573 


71,200 


138,773 


251 


120 


371 


0-37 


0T6 


0-27 


., City, 
King’s County, . 


S,917 


11,056 


19,973 


66 


24 


90 


0-74 


0-22 


0-45 


55,285 


56,795 


112,080 


364 


110 


474 


0-66 


0-19 


0-42 


Longford, . 


41,042 


41,308 


82,350 


120 


63 


183 


0-29 


0T5 


0-22 


Louth, 


44, SOS 


46,504 


90,812 


193 


73 


266 


0-44 


0T6 


0-29 


„ Drogheda, . 
Meath, 


7,945 


8,900 


16,845 


47 


30 


77 


0-59 


0 34 


0-46 


70,815 


69,935 


140,750 


191 


79 


270 


0-27 


0-11 


019 


Queen’s Countv, . 


55,543 


56, OSO 


111,023 


248 


134 


382 


0-45 


0-24 


0-34 


IV estmeath. 


50,089 


55,320 


111,409 


229 


121 


350 


0-41 


0-22 


0-31 


Wexford, . 


86,770 


93,020 


179,790 


319 


170 


4S9 


0-37 


0-18 


0-27 


Wicklow, . 


50,232 


4S,746 


98,978 


183 


88 


271 


0-36 


018 


0-27 


Total. . 

' 


813,306 


858, S68 


1,672,174 


3,561 


1,780 


5,341 


0-44 


0-21 


0-32 


Munster. 

Clare, 


103,931 


108,497 


212,42S 


3SG 


143 


529 


0-37 


013 


0-25 


Cork, 


27S,690 


284,408 


503,158 


1,144 


445 


1,5S9 


0-41 


016 


0-28 


„ City, . 


39,052 


46,693 


85,745 


290 


195 


485 


0-74 


0-42 


0-57 


Kerry, 


110,492 


121,747 


238,239 


631 


239 


870 


0-54 


0-20 


0-37 


Limerick, . 


103,304 


105, 3S4 


208, OSS 


594 


205 


799 


0 - 58 


0-20 


0-39 


» <%> ■ 


24,083 


29,365 


53,44S 


164 


105 


269 


0 - 6S 


0-36 


0-50 


Tipperary, N.R., 


71,021 


76,107 


147,128 


473 


174 


647 


0-67 


0-23 


014 


„ S.R., . 

Waterford, 


88,940 


95,419 


184,359 


731 


333 


1,064 


0-S2 


0-35 


0-58 


67,719 


71,035 


138,754 


293 


108 


401 


0-43 


015 


0-29 


„ City, 


11,257 


14,040 


25,297 


90 


55 


145 


o-so 


0-39 


0-57 


Total. . 


904, 4S9 


952,755 


1,857,244 


4,796 


2,002 


6,798 


0-53 


0-21 


0-37 


Ulster. 

Antrim, 


167,S58 


184,406 


352,264 


352 


156 


508 


0-21 


009 


014 


Armagh, 


95,718 


100,367 


196,085 


217 


93 


310 


0-23 


0-09 


016 


Cavan, 

Donegal, 


SO, 010 


87,461 


174,071 


227 


103 


330 


0-26 


012 


019 


124,091 


130,469 


255,160 


294 


76 


370 


0-24 


0-06 


015 


Down, 

Fermanagh, 


156,538 


172,216 


328,754 


313 


128 


441 


0-20 


0'07 


013 


50,807 


59,200 


110,007 


120 


55 


175 


0-21 


0-09 


015 


Londonderry, 


93,032 


98,836 


191, S68 


207 


59 


266 


0-22 


0-06 


014 


Monaghan, 


68,791 


72,967 


141,758 


254 


76 


330 


0-37 


010 


0-23 


Tyroue, 


126,254 


129,56 5 


255,819 


478 


142 


620 


0-38 


Oil 


0-24 


Total, . 


976,299 


1,035,487 


2,011,786 


2,462 


888 


3,350 


0-25 


0-09 


016 


Connaught. 




















Galway, 


147,122 


151,442 


298,564 


419 


183 


602 


0-28 


012 


0-20 


„ Town, . 
Leitrim, 


10,491 


1 3,204 


23,695 


112 


38 


150 


1-07 


0-29 


063 


56,122 


55,793 


111,915 


151 


59 


210 


0-27 


011 




Mayo, 


133,459 


141,371 


274,830 


400 


161 


561 








Roscommon, 


86,896 


87,596 


174,492 


391 


76 


467 


0-45 


0-09 


0-27 






65,631 


128,510 


152 


47 


199 


0’24 


0-07 


016 


Total, . 


496,969 


515,037 


1,012,006 


1,625 


564 


2,189 


0-33 


Oil 


0-22 


General Total, 


3,191,063 


3,362,147 


6,553,210 


12,144 


5,234 


17,678 


0-39 


016 


0-27 



Chief Secretary’s Office, Dublin Castle, 
June, 1853. 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF COMMITTALS, &c„ IN IRELAND, 1852. 



COUNTIES, be. 


No. Commuted or 
Bailed for Trial at 
Assizes and 
Quarter Sessions. 


I Summary Convie- 
[ tions at I’otty Ses- 

broiiitlit before 
Magistrates. 


No. Committed 
for Drunkenness 
under 0 and 7 Wm. 
IV., ediap. 33. 


Antrim . . . , 


508 


1,620 


502 


Armagh .... 


310 


433 


152 


Carlow ..... 


301 


541 


211 


Cavan ..... 


330 


410 


128 


Clare ..... 


529 


1,201 


45 


CoEK 


1,589 


3,047 


59 


ClTT .... 


485 


1,985 


6,159 


Donegal .... 


370 


366 


61 


Down ..... 


441 


445 


91 


Dublin ..... 


306 


1,504 


391 


ClTT .... 


1,164 


19,219 


5,049 


Fermanagh .... 


ITS 


306 


41 


Galwat .... 


602 


4,176 


573 


Town .... 


150 


1,328 


231 


Kerrt 


870 


2,885 


68 




131 


248 


60 




5,6 




131 


Kilkenny .... 


371 


535 


76 


City 


90 


696 


145 


King s County .... 


474 


595 


181 


Leitrim ..... 


210 


594 


138 


Limerick .... 


799 


1,278 


37 


City .... 


2C9 


2,478 


792 


Londonderry .... 


266 


393 


446 


Longford .... 


183 


583 


159 


Louth ..... 


266 


274 


407 


Drogheda . . . . 


77 


460 


341 


Mayo 


561 


976 


73 


Meath ..... 


270 


506 


62 


Monaghan .... 
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COUNTY OF CLARE. 



[Criminal Returns 




vnmni'n nf PVIISONS RETURNED by the CI.EUKS of the CROWN ana P15ACK, pursuant to 7“ O gouge IV., Chapter 71, Section 67, compared with 
a u the Records of the Gaols— and the Result of the Proceedings. 



EXKCt.'TIUS o( CAPITA!. 



| insane I ACQU1TTE13 
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CONVICTED. 



COMMBTATION or'l'ARIIO 



COMMUTATION. 



OFFENCES. 






inderlOyearsof Age | 
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eeof in and I'd years | 
1 1 use Girls between . 



secution or Duty 



Total of No. 



Curtilage of Dwelling-Houses, 



Warehouses, and Counlicg- 



ent to commit above Offences 



a I Assaults, with intent to Hob, ami demanding Property 

g 1 Stealing in Dwelling-Houses, Persons therein being 
put in fear ...... 

, I Sending menacing letters to extort Money . 
(.Taking and holding forcible possession 



( Cattle Stealing 

j Horse Stealing . . . . . I 

' Tdtrerny, tn the value of £.7, in Dwelling-Houses . 

. Larceny, from the Person . . . . | 

Larceny, by Sertants . . . . . 1 

Larceny, Simple ..... 
Stealing from Ve*-*-ls hi Pert or in River, &c. 
Plundering Wrecked Vessels .... 
Stealing from P.leach Green .... 
Stealing Goods in Process of Manufacture 
Stealing Fixtures. Trees. Shrubs, growing, &c. 
Misdemeanors, with intent to Steal 
Embezzlement ..... 

Stealing Letters, nn.1 receiving Letters stolen from 
General Post-Office, by Servants . 

Receiving Stolen Goods .... 

. Frauds, and Attempts to Defraud 

Total of No. 8, 
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fitting 7 ire to House. Warehouse, Corn Stack, I 
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Forging ft uttering Forged Wills ft Powers of Attor- 
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Forgery of Stomps and uttering . . . 
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Counterfeiting the Current Gold and" Silver Coin 
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Counterfeit Gold and Silver Coin . 
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terfeit Copper Coin ..... 
Total of No. S, . 

P Assembling Armed unlawfully . . . . 

Assaulting and obstructing Revenue Officers 
Offences connected with illicit Distillation . 
Returning from Transportation before time . 

Kesculog Prisoners . . . 

Perjury and Subornation of Perjury . 

Adtnlnisteiing and inking unlawful oaths 
Offences connected with Combinations or Conspira- 
cies to rai-e the rate of Wages 
Riot, Breach of Peut-e. and Pound Breach . 

Rescue, and refusing to aid Peace Officers 
Keeping Disorderly Houses .... 

Vagrancy ...... 

Bestiality ...... 

indecently Exposing the Person 
Felonies, not included in the above denominations . 
.Misdemeanors, not included in theaboredetiomfnations 

Total of No. 6, • . 



GRAND TOTAL, 



Not Included in Returns of Clerks of the Crown and 



Number of Persons committed within the Year for Drunkenness/under the ActV & V Wm. i V., Chap. 38, ’ 45 
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Rescuing Prisoners .... 

, Perjury and Subornation of Perjury . . . 

| Administering and taking unlawful oaths 
Offences connected with Combinations or Conspira- 
cies to raise the rate of Wages 
Riot, Breach of Peace, and Pound Breach . 

Rescue, and refusing to aid Peace Officers 
Keeping Disorderly Houses . . . . : 

Vagrancy . . . • . . 

Bestiality ...... 

Indecently Exposing tho Person 
Felonies, not included in the above denominations . 
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